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	Nowadays, abortion is controversial in our society. Abortion is defined as the termination of pregnancy as a result of not giving birth of a child. Some people believe that aborting a baby is immoral, it is considered as murder. Some people oppose abortion due to their religions while some people support abortion as they believe a fetal or embryo is not a separate entity, it is just a “property” attached to mother’s body, a mother has right to do anything to her property. Abortion is a big concern of women’s health. Some people argue that abortion is unsafe to women and may cause side effects.

	In United States, unmarried women account for largest percentage of abortion. They accounted for 85.5% in all abortions. Women in their 20s have high rates of abortion among all ages. Teens under 15 years old account for .03% in all abortions in 2013. Women at the age of 15-19 account for 10.4% in all abortions. In other investigation, six in ten women having abortion already have one or more child, three in four women describe themselves as religiously affiliated and more than four in ten women are economically disadvantaged. Abortion rate is also relative to ethnicity. White has the highest rates of abortion, Black and Hispanic’s abortion rate are followed by the white’s abortion rate and Asian, pacific islander and other race have the lowest rate of abortion. The graph of US abortion rate in 2011 shows that the abortion rate in U.S. markedly decreases from 1980 to 2011 but the lowest rate of abortion is in 1973. This can be explained that government has taken action to educate their people to prevent unplanned pregnancy. Government have been giving talks about how to prevent pregnancy and giving away free condom in high schools and colleges.
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	The reasons that women choose to end their pregnancy are varied. Some women choose abortion because the contraceptive birth control they took was fail to function. Some women think that they are unable support or care for a child economically. Some choose to end an unwanted pregnancy, those reasons are they don’t want to be a single mother, having relationship problems, don’t feel mature enough to raise a child, would interfere with education or career plans, spouses or partners want them to have abortion, parents want their girls to have abortion…. etc. Some women try to prevent the birth of a child with birth defects or severe medical problems. Almost all of the couples who find that the fetus suffers from Down's Syndrome, or a similar defect, insist to have an abortion. Some women end their pregnancy resulting from rape or incest. Some women want to have abortion because they know their physical or mental conditions might put their health at risk if the pregnancy is continued. For example, some women may develop eclampsia. This involves a sudden increase in blood pressure, and onset of seizures. The results can be fatal to both woman and fetus. From the pie chart I presented, it shows most women choose abortion because they think that they are not ready for pregnancy. Unsurprisingly, the second most likely reason that women choose abortion is they cannot afford babies. The third most likely reason to have abortion is that those women just finished with childbearing. The smallest percentage of women choose abortion is they don’t want to give birth to their rapists’ children.

	Furthermore, abortion is restricted in some states in United States. Different states have various laws to regulate abortion. From the data shown, abortion has been legal in U.S. since 1973. All states allow abortion when the pregnancy is during the first trimester. Some states ban abortion when the pregnancy beyond three months to five months of pregnancy. When the pregnancy is in sixth to ninth month, all states prohibit abortion around that time. The data also shows 33 states permit medical emergency and 50 states permit abortion in causes of abuse, assault, neglect or incest.

	Meanwhile, abortion is the ongoing controversy surrounding the moral, legal, and religious issues. Supporters of abortion believe it is the women’s rights to make decision on their own bodies. They believe a fetus or embryo is just a “property” of a woman, it is not a separate individual. Some people also believe that abortion is safe and low risk. Others think abortion can prevent unwanted pregnancy and that can reduce child with birth defects and future child abuse and women also can get rid of life-threatening suffering if their pregnancy is ended. Opponents believes that abortion is against religions. Also, they think that a mother has no right to take the life of an unborn child. Taking a life of an unborn child is considered as murder.

	Moreover, abortion cause side effect on women’s health. It has a large impact on women mentally. In a research, women after abortion has two to six times higher suicide rate than women who giving births normally. The reason women following abortion tend to have higher suicide rate is most women feel regret and guilty after killing their baby and the hormones changed in their body after abortion also cause women to feel depressed. Abortion also directly and indirectly affect fertility. Some women no longer to have a baby after abortion. Some research shows abortion increase the risk of breast cancer, cause abdominal, cramping, diarrhea, bleeding of vagina and even lead to death.

	There are various types of abortions such as early non-surgical abortion, vacuum aspiration, dilation and evacuation (D&E), labor induction, dilation and extraction (D&X), another type of labor induction and hysterotomy. Early non-surgical abortion can be performed only in week 2 to 10 of pregnancy. Women use drug to terminate their pregnancy through this abortion. The side effects on women of this abortion are cramping, pelvic pain or bleeding. Similar as early non-surgical abortion, vacuum aspiration is also performed during the early stage of pregnancy. It is performed in weeks 2 to 12 of pregnancy, this abortion requires anesthetic injection into or near the cervix. Doctors will insert a tube into woman’s uterus to suck out the unborn child and placenta. Dilation and Evacuation (D&E) is performed in weeks 13 to 21/22 of pregnancy, doctor will place a sponge-like pieces of material into mother’s cervix, the cervix will be opened for several hours or overnight. Mother might be given intravenous medications to ease pain and prevent infection. Doctor will dismember the unborn child with forceps and suction curettage. Another choice of abortion that is  performed in the week of 13 to 21/22 of pregnancy is labor induction. Mother will be given drug to end the pregnancy and induce labor. Doctor will also perform suction curettage if the placenta is has not being removed during delivery. Dilation and Extraction (D&X) is also performed in weeks 13 to 21/22 of pregnancy but is only performed when it is necessary to save the life of the mother. The doctor will open the cervix and grasp the unborn child’s foot with a tool to allow delivery of the child, with the exception of head. The doctor will insert a suction tube into the infant’s head and suction out the skull, then take out the collapsed infant’s head from the mother’s body. Another way of labor induction is performed in week 22 to 38 of pregnancy, this type of abortion cannot be performed in a clinic setting, it can be only performed in hospital. Mother is given drug which is terminate pregnancy and induce labor. Labor and deliver in this abortion is very similar to childbirth. Hysterotomy is also only performed in hospital. Mother will receive intravenous medication to prevent pain. This surgery is to cut the abdominal wall and uterus wall to remove the unborn child. The unborn child will be killed during the removal.

	Abortion are a big concern of women health. In United States, abortion is safe and low risk. However, there are potential side effects on women after abortion. Abortion is also relative to ethnicity. White tends to have higher rate of abortion than other ethnic groups. Abortion is morally wrong but it is also justifiable. Some people argue that abortion is considered as killing a human being while some people think that mothers can make their own decision on their own body, the fetal or embryos are just a “property” of their body. Some people think that abortion is justifiable in case of sexual abuse, if the unborn child has birth defects or if the women’s life is in danger due to pregnancy. 
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